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Dear Colleague 
 
 
I am delighted that you have responded to our advertisement for the post of Teacher of Mathematics. 
 
Please find enclosed in the application pack a range of information which, I hope, gives you a flavour 
of our school and the opportunities that await the successful candidate. 
 
We hope to welcome a colleague to our team who shares the same high aspirations for our students; 
someone who recognises their own ability to make a significant contribution to their achievements.  
 
Unfortunately we will not be able to contact every applicant and take this opportunity to thank you for 
responding.  Preparing an application is both professionally demanding and time-consuming. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you but whatever your decision at this stage may I wish you all the best 
for your professional future. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Judith A Potts 
Headteacher 
 
 

“We encourage a positive classroom environment 
where students matter and learning counts”  
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Teacher of Mathematics 

 

 
We seek a well-qualified and enthusiastic teacher 

who can offer Mathematics/Further Mathematics up 
to and including A level.  We are a very successful 

Specialist Academy which seeks a committed 
teacher to support this important high achieving 

curriculum area in the school. 
 

For further details please contact Mrs J Coleman, PA 
to Headteacher, Highcliffe School, Parkside, 

Highcliffe BH23 4QD. 
Tel. 01425 273381 

email. jcoleman@highcliffeschool.com 
or see our website www.highcliffeschool.com 

 
Completed applications by 25th January 2012 

please. 
 

The Governing Body is committed to safeguarding 
and promoting the welfare of children and young 

people and expects all staff to share in the 
commitment. 

This appointment is subject to an enhanced CRB 
check and positive references. 

 
Highcliffe School, Parkside, Highcliffe, Christchurch, 

Dorset, BH23 4QD 
t: 01425 273381 | e: office@highcliffeschool.com 
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Teacher of Mathematics 

Dates:  

 Advertisement  September 2011 

 Closing date   30th September 2011 

 

Application: 

Completing the application form 
Submitting a personal letter or statement relevant to the post 

Please note that CVs only will not be accepted. 

Notes for Guidance for Applicants 
The following guidance is intended to help you to complete your application form in the best way. 

Application Form 

The form must be completed in full and signed.  Please use black ink or word processing as your form will be 
photocopied.  Please complete all sections of the application form and ensure that your employment record is 
set out in full with an explanation of any gaps.   

 

Please do not include photocopies of open testimonials.  We will always write to your current or previous 
employer for a reference and to ask for a professional assessment of your suitability for the post.  We reserve 
the right to approach any previous employer for a reference. 

 

Please complete the application form carefully and ensure that you sign it at the end.  You should use section 
5 to set out your relevant skills, knowledge and experience and you are advised to refer to the Job Description 
and Person Specification in order explain how you meet the requirements of the job. 

 

The closing date is as above.  Your completed application form and letter should be returned to Judith Potts, 
Headteacher, Highcliffe School, Parkside, Highcliffe, BH23 4QD.  Or you can email to 
jcoleman@highcliffe.dorset.sch.uk . Please note that late applications cannot be considered.  Applications will 
not normally be acknowledged. 

 

Please label the outside of the envelope or entitle the email confidential/application. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Mathematics Curricular Area Information 
 
The Mathematics Curricular Area consists of nine specialist teachers and is part of the Mathematics, ICT and 
Business Curriculum Area.  It is vibrant and forward thinking. 
We have an outstanding academic record of success at Key Stage 3, GCSE and at A Level. 
 
The present Year 13 have been given an “outstanding” ALPs in Mathematics and Further Mathematics which 
is within the top 5% nationally, fourteen students achieved an A or A* in their A/S examinations. There has 
been a drastic increase in numbers studying Mathematics and Further Mathematics at vi form, our present 
year 12 intake has risen from 30 in 2009 to 58 in 2011. Students from previous years have now gone to study 
at Oxford, Cambridge and Warwick Universities and to accommodate this STEP classes are now taught as 
part of the curriculum. 69% has been achieved at GCSE at A* to C in 2011, with 49 pupils achieving an A* or 
A. Last year 91% at KS3 scored a Level 5 or above, with 73% above a Level 6 and 41% with a Level 7 or 8.  
This places the department in the top 25% of schools nationally and one of the top in Dorset. 
 
Students are taught in nine classrooms, each with their own data projector and the school has an excellent 
network of computers, which can also be booked for appropriate Mathematics lessons. All teachers within the 
curricular area are constantly developing the use of this facility to improve their teaching skills. 
 
In Years 7 and 8 students follow a comprehensive scheme of work with an emphasis on investigations, puzzles 
and differentiated, high quality resources. Brand new Collins Maths books are used mainly as a supporting 
resource.  Students take regular levelled modular tests, which are stored on a central Mathematics database 
and sets are updated according to marks obtained and teacher assessment. Year 7 groups are set on data 
from KS2 scores together with observations from their junior school teachers and an assessment in the first 
week of term.  
 
Links with our primary feeder schools are strong with regular observations, data transfer and activity sessions. 
The Highcliffe High Flyers project with Year 6 students, targets the most able mathematicians in our feeder 
schools. Year 7 and 8 pupils sit the optional and progress tests in the summer term. Maths challenge 
competitions are regularly placed in the H2U magazine, with pupils winning various prizes for correct answers. 
The Junior Maths challenge is sat by the top sets in year 8. 
 
In Years 9 to 10 we follow the Edexcel Modular Mathematics GCSE, which has changed this year from AQA. 
The faculty uses a variety of resources including board works, revision books, web sites and extra revision 
classes to allow pupils to reach their potential. Year 10 and 11 booster sessions within the department are 
extensive with all levels and abilities covered for each module. Schemes of work are presently being updated 
to include elements of finance especially in module 3, this includes mortgage rates, APR, Income tax and VAT. 
All resources are kept electronically for easy access. The Intermediate Maths challenge has been completed in 
Year 10 and 11, with 4 students achieving a gold certificate in 2010. 
 
The A level Mathematics course follows the London Excel syllabus, using textbooks by Heinemann. Further 
Mathematics is available with recent students being accepted in Cambridge and Oxford. Software packages 
and web sites are also used within the classroom, with Mymaths being used through all years. The senior 
Mathematics challenge and team challenge are completed every year. 
 
The Mathematics Curricular Area is a forward thinking, highly motivated one, which is very supportive.  We 
believe Mathematics should be enjoyable and this is reflected in our teaching and enthusiasm for the subject. 
 
Recent extra curricular activities highlight this fact, these include: 

 Booster classes for Year 10 and Year 11 GCSEs and resits. 

 Year 12 and 13 drop in help sessions. 

 UKMT Maths Challenge for Years 8, 10, 11 and 12. 

 H2U challenges. 

 Puzzle and chess clubs. 

 Year 13 STEP classes for Oxford and Cambridge applications. 



 



 


