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Highcliffe Sixth
In Pursuit of Excellence

strength

The Sixth Form is a

of the school.
Ofsted

A Warm Welcome
Highcliffe Sixth encourages all of its students to aspire to the
highest levels of achievement and enables them to prepare
for adult life. We offer a broad range of qualifications and
encourage each individual to choose a balanced and challenging
combination of courses appropriate to their strengths, interests
and ambitions. Sixth Form studies are designed to ensure exam
success and help students become independent thinkers and
learners – not only through their main examination courses,
but also through the acquisition of key skills and involvement
in the academic and personal enrichment programme.
We aim to combine a friendly and informal atmosphere with high
expectations and high standards of achievement. The choice you
make about which path to take at the age of sixteen will influence
the future direction of your life. It is a critical decision. We aim to
ensure that you never have cause to regret choosing Highcliffe
Sixth.

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
Highcliffe is a successful and popular school with an established record of nurturing high
levels of attainment in its students. We provide a first rate teaching environment which
challenges all students to achieve their very best, supported by a structured academic and
pastoral tutorial programme to guide them in this endeavour.

36% 59%

Of all grades achieved
were A*- A or equivalent

Of all grades achieved
were A*- B or equivalent

76%

71%

Of all grades achieved
were A*-C or equivalent

Of all appllied courses grades
achieved were Distinction/
Distinction*

Results from 2022

Our Vision: We value the power of education to change lives.
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Why Highcliffe Sixth?

• Excellent examination results and progression into Higher Education and Apprenticeship
programmes
• Academic rigour and challenge in subjects, combined with a wealth of personal and
academic enrichment opportunities and extra-curricular field trips and visits
• Carefully personalised ‘university style’ support for independent study skills with groups
and individuals provided by the Sixth Form Study Mentor
• A positive, mature and supportive environment that values the individual and supports the
realisation of their potential
• A warm, inclusive community where strong relationships between students and staff are
the foundation for success
• Excellent facilities including Sixth Form Cafe, Study Centre, Art Studio, Music Recording
Studio, Fitness Suite and a state-of-the-art Technology Centre
• Exceptional preparation for Oxbridge and medical applications, university admissions tests
and interviews
• A comprehensive programme of career preparation, advice and guidance, including links
with businesses and apprenticeship providers
• Strong student voice and opportunities to develop teamwork and leadership skills ready for
the workplace
• Financial support, travel subsidies and Sixth Form transport service
• Work Experience/ Volunteering/ Shadowing weeks
• A carefully tailored enrichment programme which prepares students for future life
• A structured careers programme which prepares stufdents for a range of post 18
pathways.

Absolutely

delighted
with Sixth Form and also the school as a whole,
both boys are happy, great results and no concerns.
Parent
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Student Voice
The Sixth Form Student Leadership Team supports and enhances
student life in the Sixth Form. The committee is run by students
for students and meets regularly to voice the opinions of the
Sixth Form as well as making key decisions about forthcoming
events and activities in the wider school community.

The Student Leadership teams across the school are made up of democratically,
anonymously elected members. Highcliffe School encourages students from all
demographics to apply to be a student representative. We recognise that “young people
involved in participative work benefit in a range of different ways.” (DfE: 2014) As well as
having a material impact on the school experience for themselves and other students, being
a student representative leads to “increased confidence, self-respect, competence and
an improved sense of responsibility”. (DfE: 2014) Whatever students might go on to do in
the future, participating in the Student Leadership team offers a vast range of experiences
which help to prepare students for the wider world, such as project management, working
with a diverse range of people, leading change, promoting oneself and collaboration.
In the Sixth Form, students have the opportunity to become part of the Student Leadership
team. This involves the following commitments:
•w
 orking as part of a committee to regularly meet, discuss and respond to issues focused
on specific sixth form concerns;
• working as part of cross-school focus groups to generate on specific projects with a
concrete outcome;
• leading the main school student representative committees in years 7 to 11
• acting as a role model for students across the school.

The academic support I have
received is second to none. I
regularly discuss my progress
with my teachers and this has
helped me develop strategies
for overcoming any areas of
difficulty. Every member of staff
is happy to provide advice,
guidance and constructive
feedback. Subject teachers go
out of their way to provide extra
classes and limitless supply of
resources.
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Maddie
Student Leader
Leader
Student
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The Sixth Form provides a wide range of academic courses. Students are

ambitious

and work hard to achieve good results.
Parent

Academic Scholarship
The majority of our students follow an academically challenging
programme compromising of three A Level or combined A Level/BTEC
courses. However, there is the possibility for students to take four A Level
courses in exceptional circumstances. These subjects are chosen from the
wide range on offer, the details of which are set out in our course directory.
Additionally, all Year 12 students follow an enrichment programme
to cultivate both academic scholarship and personal development in
preparation for adult life.

including places at top performing universities.

Examinations are just one dimension of academic life: unlike examination specifications,
scholarship is limitless.
At Highcliffe, we balance the rigour of carefully crafted examination preparation with the
development of research skills and the ability to debate, communicate confidently, solve
problems and think both critically and creatively. Delivered through academic lessons,
tutorials and university-style seminars, these skills have inherent, lifelong value and
universities and prospective employers are always on the lookout for candidates who
possess them.
Our Super-Curriculum encapsulates all those activities that foster academic endeavour
beyond the measurable outcomes of examination results. It includes (but is not limited
to) wide and habitual reading, extended project work, stretch and challenge questions,
debates, public speaking, research, competitions, lectures, MOOCs and study trips/visits.

academic

This is an

Sixth Form. There is a focus on critical thinking and problem-solving
with Sixth Form teaching. Students respond well and gain high
outcomes as a result.
Ofsted
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“It's very easy to think, not having come from a private Sixth Form, that
applying to Oxbridge is something completely out of reach, but I am
pleased to say that Highcliffe have been instrumental in showing me that
this is not the case. Even before I made my application, I was taken on
several visits to Oxford which really inspired me to go for it. For me, the
Oxbridge Conference at Epsom Downs and the residential trip to Keble
College in Year 12 were invaluable in that they gave me the opportunity
to ask any questions and, as I was able to stay in college for a couple of
nights, was able to gain a real insight into the many fabulous opportunities
afforded to Oxford students. When it came to writing my Personal
Statement, which can seem an incredibly daunting process, my teachers
were extremely helpful in advising me on content and were only too happy
to proof read and refine many initial drafts. In terms of preparation for my
entrance exam and interview, my teachers were very supportive: my Italian
teacher suggested further reading which stretched me beyond the A Level
syllabus and made time to mark past MLAT papers. This, along with a
mock interview, helped me to know what to expect in the 'real thing' and
certainly strengthened my application. Throughout my time at Highcliffe,
I felt encouraged to realise my full potential in an environment that was
endlessly friendly and supportive. I am extremely grateful to my teachers
who went the extra mile to make the next step in my academic life a
fulfilling and exciting one.”

Alice
Oxford University
Linguistics
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Personalised Support
At Highcliffe, we pride ourselves on the quality of support and
guidance that we offer. Throughout the academic year students
take part in university style tutorials, workshops and events
specifically designed to ensure every student can realise their
potential and understand the skills necessary for them to bridge
the gap between GCSE and Sixth Form study, and build upon
their own learning and scholarship.

TRANSITION SUPPORT

FUTURE PATHWAYS SUPPORT

• Open Evening and Student Open Day

• Unifrog Platform

• Course advice at interview

• Excellent individual advice, guidance and
support with university and job applications

• Transition support and induction; promoting
a successful and smooth transition into
Year 12 and 13
•P
 re A Level/BTEC Bridging Courses

ACADEMIC SUPPORT
• Academic ‘university style’ mentoring and
coaching tutorials led by a specialist Sixth Form
tutor
• Target setting to help students achieve their
potential
• Monitoring and Support Plans to identify and
prevent underachievement
• Academic Focus Days – (Study Skills,
Independent Learning, Revision)

opportunity.

There is good promotion of equality of

There are proactive practices to break down
stereotypical perceptions.

• Structured workshops on: time management,
essay writing, proof reading, plagiarism, exams
and revision, Harvard Referencing and basic
grammar

• Mock interviews
• Advice and information about employment
locally, nationally and internationally
• Assistance with Work Experience/Shadowing
placements
• Higher Education advice, including help with
UCAS applications and guidance on applying
for the right course at the right institution
• University Visits/Conferences
• Help with preparing for university aptitude
tests, including BMAT, LNAT etc.
• Aspirant Apprenticeship Programme
• Enrichment Programme

PASTORAL SUPPORT
• Advice on personal issues, supported by
our local partners, e.g. ELSA, School Nurse,
Shadows etc.

• One-to-one or small group sessions with the
Sixth Form Study Mentor for students who may
need additional support and guidance

• One to one and small group mentoring and
coaching tutorials to enable students to
become more independent

• Pre University seminars, for example: preparing
for Open Days, student bank accounts,
referencing, and researching at university level

FINANCIAL SUPPORT
• Subsidised travel costs & transport service
• 16-19 Bursary

Ofsted
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Enriching Experiences
We offer a comprehensive programme of enrichment activities,
social events and trips based on student interests and what
will support their future pathway. Students will meet new
people, broaden their skills and experience and impress future
employers.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES, TRIPS AND VISITS
Extra-curricular activities are diverse and include school productions, concerts, sporting
clubs, language courses, first aid qualifications and work experience. Social events such
as the induction day, paintballing, bowling, quiz nights and Freshers’ parties offer many
opportunities to build new friendships.
Trips to Borneo, Madagascar, India, Vietnam/Cambodia, Japan, America, and Europe
offer students the opportunity to broaden horizons and experience different cultures.
Curriculum based trips such as the Geography and Biology to Iceland, Physics trip to
CERN in Switzerland, Languages and Art trip to Barcelona, History trip to Kraków and work
experience in Normandy. University visits, Southampton Hospital pathology unit trip, field
trips including the residential Ecology Field Trip to Kimmeridge Bay, museums/gallery tours
are just a taster of the visits we run to enrich student experiences and learning outside of the
classroom.

There are many amazing
opportunities such as extra
curricular activities which
advance our growth on both
academic and personal levels.
The positivity and overwhelming
support has created an
excellent working environment
which continuously enables
students to thrive.

amazing

The World Challenge trip to Nepal was absolutely

and without doubt the most rewarding and
enjoyable experience of my life so far.

Student

Ekaterina
Avonbourne School

I chose Highcliffe due to its
fantastic reputation and also the
fact I would be enhancing my
education as soon as my first
lesson began. I haven’t looked
back since. Highcliffe has offered
us a wide range of activities,
which range across a multitude
of subjects which benefits the
entire Sixth Form community as it
means everyone can get involved.

Archie
Highcliffe School
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Enrichment
at

Future Pathways
Students follow an intensive programme of preparation for
their future career pathway and can access extensive advice
and support. During Year 12, students follow a broad careers
programme, where we identify potential career opportunities
accessed through university degrees, apprenticeships, further
education, employment or training.

In partnership with external providers, we also deliver a Future Pathways curriculum, aimed
at supporting students’ applications to university or vocational progression routes. For
those students who choose to make an application to university, we explore current issues
on student finance, student life, course entry requirements and how to write an effective
personal statement. For students following a vocational or employment pathway we
explore apprenticeships, trends in the current job market, how to put together an effective
CV and guidance on interview technique. Students undertake an aspirant apprentice and
employability course, in addition to exploring critical thinking skills for the work place. All
students are encouraged to undertake a period of work experience to support their future
career aspirations during Year 12.

Highcliffe was exactly what I was looking for.
It was, and still is, the perfect combination of
support and preparation for independence. They
also made the application process easy and gave
me a lot of information and opportunities during
the course of it. I’m now on track for A Levels and
university applications, a process that has been
made a lot less stressful thanks to all the help I
have received.

Alex
Priestlands School

I chose to come to Highcliffe School because I
knew I would have constant support from the
teachers to aid and encourage my learning,
as the relationship with the teachers is brilliant.
The mature environment is highly encouraged
throughout the Sixth Form which has prepared
me for furthering my academic studies. The
atmosphere is welcoming and friendly.

Ellie
Highcliffe School

The majority of students remain in education post-18. Many go to the top
third of higher education institutes and

Russell Group
universities.
Ofsted
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The Sixth Form provides a good platform for

future opportunities

in employment, education and training.
Ofsted

Beyond Highcliffe Sixth
It is vitally important to us at Highcliffe that all our students
leave the Sixth Form as well-rounded, experienced and skilful
young adults. We are always fascinated to hear what former
students of Highcliffe have gone on to do after leaving Sixth
Form. Over the years, students from Highcliffe have gone on
to achieve outstanding success in a huge variety of different
fields. Here we share just a few of our success stories with you.
Our Vision: We value the power of education to change lives.

UNIVERSITY LINKS
One of the ways we support our students is through developing strong links with Universities
and other further education providers. An excellent example of these links is with the Arts
University Bournemouth where through this close and unique relationship our students are
interviewed at school within our spectacular Da Vinci building by the University's Head of
Foundation Course. Eleven of our students had the opportunity to discuss their work and
future aspirations within the Art and Design industry through this process and due to the high
calibre of student applications from Highcliffe School, all students were offered a place on the
Foundation Course starting in September which is fantastic news and excellent progression
for our Art and Design students.
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Harvey
HIGHCLIFFE SIXTH: COMPUTING, CHEMISTRY, MATHS (FURTHER)
DEGREE: BSC COMPUTER SCIENCE, UNIVERSITY OF BATH
CAREER: SOFTWARE ENGINEER
COMPANY: CISCO SYSTEMS
CURRENT LOCATION: OSLO, NORWAY
I chose computer science after developing my interest in programming during my GCSE
computing lessons. I felt very inspired by my teachers and knew that it was something I'd
like to pursue further. After completing GCSE and A Level computing courses, I moved
onto study the same at university. I made lots of friends there and had an excellent time.
University helped me develop my interests, skills, and grow as a person. I push myself to
explore and try new things, something that would have terrified me prior to university. But I
will still never forget the friendships I made during my time at Highcliffe. I still talk to many of
those people daily.
My current role involves working on building solutions for the Cisco Webex cloud that help
people communicate and collaborate across the world, with features such as Hot Desking
and Whiteboarding.
Harvey’s Alumni Wisdom: Spend time finding your passion. Its not easy, and you may not be
able to discover it organically, but once you do find it, latch on it and run with it. Working with
your passion is a fantastic experience.

Lottie
HIGHCLIFFE SIXTH: ENGLISH LITERATURE, PSYCHOLOGY, PHILOSOPHY
AND ETHICS, DRAMA AND THEATRE
DEGREE: BA (HONS) MARKETING, UWE BRISTOL
CAREER: SOCIAL MEDIA MANAGER
COMPANY: GARMIN
CURRENT LOCATION: SOUTHAMPTON
I am currently at Garmin, working as an EMEA Social Media Manager. I work across all
product releases ranging from sports, wellness to marine and more! I work with influencers,
develop social media campaigns to creating launch events. It's an exciting, fast paced role
and I absolutely love working with teams across the globe on new releases. Personal fitness
has become a massive goal during lockdown so it has been fantastic to work on marketing
campaigns to help consumers on their fitness journeys.
University was a great stepping stone to my career, although a massive part of my degree
has to be when I secured an Internship at The Walt Disney Company in London. It was the
most incredible experience and from this role I then secured a job post university with the
company. For the past 3 years I worked within Disney Theatrical Group working across
Europe on the Disney On Ice tours. I was working within the Commercial team driving sales
through Marketing and PR - I learnt so much and was able to travel the world. Not many
people can say they get paid for talking about Disney Princesses all day! I have to thank
Highcliffe School and Sixth Form for giving me the confidence to achieve my dreams.
I never imagined working for one of the biggest companies in the world and it definitely
wouldn't have been possible without everything I learnt and gained from attending Highcliffe.
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Will
HIGHCLIFFE SIXTH: BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY AND HISTORY
DEGREE: BSC BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES WITH A YEAR IN INDUSTRY
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHAMPTON
CAREER: EMEA REGIONAL MEDICAL AFFAIRS ASSOCIATE
COMPANY: JOHNSON & JOHNSON - CONSUMER HEALTH
CURRENT LOCATION: HIGH WYCOMBE, UK
I have always been interested in science. My year in industry at Pfizer in oncology medical
affairs was fantastic not only for the experience in a pharmaceutical company but also to
show me how many different job roles that are related to science out there whether that be
sales, marketing, regulatory or health and value. I had always planned on going to university,
intending originally to also complete a master's however, I was lucky to enough to secure an
entry level position at J&J in the regional medical affairs team after finishing my degree.
Since leaving Highcliffe I feel I have naturally grown as a person by going to live on your
own at university. From living with strangers in halls to becoming best friends with them,
joining societies and meeting people on your course you learn so much by meeting different
people. There of course have been challenges, most notably COVID meaning I had to work
from home for 6 months during my year in industry and complete my final university year
virtually, but it has all been worth it to achieve a first class honours result. I’m really excited to
see how my career continues to develop in medical affairs having just completed my first full
year in the role. The two things I enjoy most about my role are knowing that I’m contributing
to improving the lives of our consumers, and working with colleagues across the globe.

Kezia
HIGHCLIFFE SIXTH: GEOGRAPHY, PSYCHOLOGY AND SOCIOLOGY
DEGREE APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAMME
CAREER: POLICE CONSTABLE
COMPANY: HAMPSHIRE CONSTABULARY
CURRENT LOCATION: HAMPSHIRE
Following a gap year, I joined Hampshire police and was sworn in as a police constable. I
applied thinking I am too young and would not get in, but I did! I have since been out on the
streets whilst returning for further training throughout the year
Even though I am competing a degree it is a completely different experience to normal
university. As well as being a student I am a police officer and work full time with allocated
protected learning time. I have made lots of new friends during my initial training and will
meet a lot more people over the next few years on the various further training courses I will
undertake.
My advice is…just do it! Take every opportunity that comes your way. I never thought I would
be where I am at the age of 19 but I only got here by trying and taking a risk.
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Dom
HIGHCLIFFE SIXTH: MATHEMATICS, PHYSICAL EDUCATION, PSYCHOLOGY,
ENGLISH LITERATURE
DEGREE: BSC HONS MATHEMATICS AND STATISTICS LOUGHBOROUGH
UNIVERSITY WITH A YEAR IN INDUSTRY
CAREER: DATA ANALYTICS MANAGER
COMPANY: SPORT ENGLAND
CURRENT LOCATION: LONDON, UK
I am in a permanent job at Sport England which I love as a big fan of sports myself. I interned
at Sport England during the summer of 2019 and was reemployed following my graduation
in 2020. The work is challenging but has genuine impact for communities and I enjoy the
responsibility I am given.
I chose university because I wanted to challenge and stretch my mathematical knowledge
and independent study. You also meet an amazing array of people from all backgrounds who
you learn so many life skills from. I also played Rugby League which played a huge role in my
university experience and I would encourage anyone to get involved in sports/societies as it
allows you to meet more people, travel across the country and gives you a break from studying!
University has formed my career, my circle of friends and myself as a person.
I enjoyed maths in school and was motivated to learn more about it, and a maths degree also
opens doors following graduation. There is no doubt my inspiration for maths was shaped
through my experiences at Highcliffe, from Year 7 to 13, particularly in sixth form. My teacher
had an inspiring career and was incredibly clever and I found her stories about how maths was
used throughout her career fascinating. I have many enduring memories from Highcliffe Sixth.

David
HIGHCLIFFE SIXTH: ENGLISH LITERATURE, PHILOSOPHY AND PSYCHOLOGY
DEGREE: BA ENGLISH AND COMPARATIVE LITERATURE
AT WARWICK UNIVERSITY, MSC IN JOURNALISM AT COLUMBIA
UNIVERSITY, NEW YORK
CAREER: ONLINE NEWS AND FEATURES EDITOR
COMPANY: BRITISH GQ
CURRENT LOCATION: LONDON, UK
I left Highcliffe in 2010. From there I did a degree at Warwick University. I was arts editor of our
paper, did over 50 plays, took a couple of those shows to Edinburgh and London, and generally
tired myself out. After university, I earned a place at Columbia Journalism School in New
York. New York taught me so much about the lives and experiences of people wildly different
from me, and covering culture and the cultures that make it has been the main thrust of my
journalistic career
After Columbia, I worked at Facebook for a bit before coming back to the UK. I’ve since
worked at Sky News, the i Paper, and British GQ. At British GQ - my dream job - I interviewed
celebrities, wrote about all the issues that affect men today, reviewed movies and flew around
the world. Now I’m a director at a social media agency, where I create campaigns for brands
like Audi, Starbucks and the Royal Opera House. Highcliffe taught me something important:
to open yourself up to the opportunities the world presents to you, and to take those even
when they’re not exactly what you imagined. I’ve found myself in some of the weirdest, most
rewarding and interesting places I’ve ever been because sometimes what you want isn’t always
what you need. I owe them massively for that.
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Our Mission

Life at

His nature is such that he has to be drawn out by
kindness and encouragement but if he be treated
well, and love be shown him, he will accomplish
things that make the whole world wonder.
Michelangelo, describing himself as
a young Art student in 1490AD

@HighcliffeSixth
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