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Dear Students, Parents and Carers,

Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme - Year 9 Bronze

| would like to offer you the opportunity to learn more about the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme.

On Tuesday 7t October 2025 | will be hosting a virtual Year 9 Bronze DofE information evening on Microsoft
Teams from 5:00pm-6:00pm. The purpose of the evening is to explain about the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
Scheme, how it works and what is involved. Students and parents can join at any time throughout the evening
to ask any questions. This can be accessed by following the link that will be emailed to all Year 9 students and

is given below:

Bronze DofE Parents briefing | Meeting-Join | Microsoft Teams

Activity sections

For Year 9 Bronze DofE, students have three sections to complete: physical, skill and volunteering. Students
choose the time scales for their activities, in that two sections are carried out for 3 months, and one section
for 6 months.

The activity logging system, where students upload evidence, is via the eDofE App which will be monitored in
school. Students will need to check and use email regularly to keep in contact with staff and discuss any issues.
Year 9 Bronze students ideally should complete at least two parts of the physical, skill and volunteering
sections of their Award, over a six-month period, prior to going on expedition to show their commitment.

Training

Training will be delivered by our new Alternative Activity Provider — Jurassic Watersports, who will also run
the expedition. The training will be delivered over two days in the New Forest with no residential aspect. This
will take place on Saturday 21 and Sunday 22"! March. More details on arrangements will be given nearer
the time. They will cover all the necessary for navigation, countryside code, camp craft, food hygiene, stove
use, route planning and route cards, preparing for the weather and kit guidance. Students are expected to
attend both days in order to be prepared for the expedition and whilst we accept that this may clash with
other commitments it is a necessary part of the scheme.

Expedition

The Year 9 Bronze expedition is planned to take place during the summer term on Saturday 25" and Sunday
26 April 2026 also in the New Forest. This will again be coordinated by Jurassic Watersports our AAP. This is
a DofE Alternative Activity Provider run and staffed by professional DofE qualified personnel, accompanied by
Highcliffe School staff. Exact details, timings, logistics and information will be released nearer the time.

The training will have been carried out in March and then the students will complete the qualifying expedition
over the 2-day period.
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Enrolment and costs

Enrolment NON-REFUNDABLE

Year 9 Bronze enrolment - £95

This will enrol your child onto the DofE Award Scheme at Highcliffe School and will include online guidance
(eDofE) for completion of the physical, volunteering and skills part of the Award.

Expeditions

2-day training and 2-day 1-night qualifying expedition - £180

This will include expedition kit such as tent, stove, maps, compass but not personal kit such as clothes,
sleeping bag, rucksack, food, water, etc.

Exact details, timings, logistics and information will be released by Jurassic Watersports nearer the time.
Payment
Payment can be made on Arbor and a payment should be made by Friday 7t" November 2025. Please ensure

that you select the correct trip for your child’s year group as there are a number of DofE expeditions.

Payment Option 1
A one-off payment £275 due by Friday 7t" November 2025.

Payment Option 2

First payment £95 due by Friday 7t November 2025
Second payment £90 due by Friday 30*" January 2026
Third payment £90 due by Friday 6" March 2026

Students will be enrolled as soon as the first payment is received and therefore the first £95 is non-
refundable.

We do have the ability to apply for some hardship funding available from DofE, as well as pupil premium in
school. Another option would be The Clingan’s Trust and The Rotary club. If there are any questions or
concerns please contact Mr Evans or Mrs Faulkner-Smith, or Mr Stevens as Pupil Premium champion in this
regard.

If you have any other queries regarding the DofE Award Scheme, please email
DofE@highcliffeschool.com

Yours faithfully,
g A Qm&kﬂm SaiXl

Mr P Evans Mrs A Faulkner-Smith
Duke of Edinburgh Organiser Duke of Edinburgh Organiser
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