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28th April 2025 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
As we approach the crucial exam period for our Year 11 students, I wanted to take a moment to 
share some valuable resources and guidance designed to support your child in managing exam stress 
effectively and achieving success in their Key Stage 4 examinations. Below is also a brief reminder of 
some of the end of year events.  
 
We understand that this can be a challenging time for both students and parents alike, and it's 
essential to have the right tools and support in place to navigate through this period successfully. 
With this in mind, I am pleased to introduce the following resource to support your child’s revision: 
3The NHS Exam Stress Booklet Exam advice booklet ‘Ultimate Revision Guide’.  This booklet offers 
revision guidance to promote student wellbeing when dealing with exam stress as well as suggested 
revision techniques  
 
Ultimate Revision Guide  
Highcliffe Schools ‘Requirements for Success’ booklet – This booklet includes in school support, 
suggested revision techniques and all GCSE course information (including suggested revision 
websites). Please find this on our website under Year 11 school letters. 
 
Highcliffe School Revision Skills Booklet 
Lastly, please see information on our website regarding the Highcliffe Revision Skills Booklet under 
Year 11 school letters. These are suggested revision techniques that have been promoted within a 
range of GCSE subjects to support independent revision at home.  
We strongly encourage both you and your child to make full use of this invaluable resource as they 
prepare for their upcoming exams. By incorporating the advice and techniques outlined in the 
booklet into their study routine, students can boost their confidence, reduce stress levels, and 
ultimately enhance their chances of success. 
 
Additionally, we want to reassure you that our dedicated team of teachers and support staff are 
here to provide guidance and assistance every step of the way. Whether your child needs 
clarification on a particular topic or requires additional support, we are committed to ensuring that 
they have the resources and encouragement they need to thrive academically. 
 
Summer Ball 
The Year 11 Summer Ball will be held on Thursday 10th July 2025, from 6:30pm to 10:30pm at the 
Balfour Suite, Vitality Stadium, Bournemouth. Tickets cost £27 and must be paid via Wisepay by May 
23rd. Please return the consent form to Mrs Potter ASAP. This is a formal, non-smoking, and 
alcohol-free event. Any student suspected of drinking will be sent home. Students must arrange 
their own transport. Tickets will be given out during the Celebration Assembly on the morning of the 
Ball. Attendance is dependent on good behaviour, exam conduct, and return of school resources. 
The Celebration Assembly will take place in the morning in the School Main Hall at 8:35.  
 

file:///C:/Users/jholmes/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/BMN1NT1A/Ultimate%20Revision%20Guide%20(3).pdf
file:///C:/Users/jholmes/Documents/HOA/Highcliffe%20School%20Revision%20Skills%20Booklet.pdf


 
 
 
 

 
 

Yearbooks 
Yearbooks are available for £7. To purchase, please complete the order form and pay via Wisepay by 
May 23rd. Yearbooks will be distributed at the end of the Celebration Assembly. 
 
Passport to Independent Study 
Below are the requirements for study leave for Year 11 students – I would like to remind you that 
even when study leave starts your child is welcome to come into school where teachers will be ready 
to provide support and positive learning routines can be maintained. In our experience students who 
continue to attend lessons when study leave starts are more successful in the examination period.  
Students who achieve 135 commendations by Thursday 22nd May will be eligible for Independent 
Study at home starting Tuesday 3rd June 2025. Study leave will not be granted before this point.  
All students are expected to attend lessons as normal until Friday 23rd May. 
Those not meeting the target must remain in school for lessons and exams. 
Students with Independent Study may still study in school but must follow their timetable and wear 
full uniform. 
Please inform the school if you do not wish your child to be granted Independent Study. Final 
decisions are made by the Headteacher.  
 
Additional Rewards for Commendations: 
200 commendations: Free Yearbook 
275 commendations: £5 refund on Ball ticket 
+£5 refund for every extra 25 commendations up to 35 
 
Return of Resources 
During their GCSE course students have been loaned resources, for example science textbooks, to 
support their learning. There will be a communication after half term confirming when and where 
these resources will need to be returned to so that future students can benefit from these 
resources.  If you have any questions on this, please do not hesitate to ask.  
In closing, I want to express my sincerest appreciation for your continued support and partnership in 
your child's education journey. Together, we can empower our Year 11 students to approach their 
exams with confidence, resilience, and determination. 
Should you have any questions or concerns regarding the exam stress advice booklet or any other 
aspect of your child's preparation, please do not hesitate to contact us. Your feedback is invaluable 
to us as we strive to provide the best possible support to our students. 
Wishing your child all the best in their exams and beyond. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr J. Holmes  
Head of Achievement for Key Stage 4 
 


