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Dear Parent & Guardians,

Your child has been issued the first Year 11 Progress Check this week. We hope that you will find it
useful in tracking the progress that they are making. A current Grade has been included which is a
professional indication of your child current attainment in their subjects and an Internal Exam Grade.

There will sometimes be a difference between the current Grade and the Exam Grade where, for
example, the examination only covered a limited amount of the course. In addition, teachers are
likely to use other assessment information to arrive at the Current Grade.

The ‘Target Grade’ should not be thought of as ‘limiting’ and, where students have made rapid and
sustained progress or overcome significant barriers to learning over Years 7 to 9, the grade may
appear lower than expected. Teachers will always be working with students to achieve the absolute
highest grade possible and students often achieve well over this indicator grade.

If your child is several full grades away from their ‘Target Grade’, this will give you an indicator that
further work is needed by the student. This may include looking at the quality of work being
produced in class, completion of home study tasks, the quality of revision, using the support sessions
offered in school and assessment preparation. The subject Evening in January will give you an
opportunity to discuss this with your child’s teachers.

Attitude to Learning is assessed on a four-point scale: 1 Dynamic Learner, 2 Active Learner, 3 Passive
Learner, 4 Reluctant Learner. The criteria used for this judgement are detailed at
https://www.highcliffe.school/ATLGuidance

Please take time to discuss the Progress Check with your child in order to congratulate them and
direct their attention to areas needing improvement.

Year 11 students are due to sit the Department for Education reformed qualifications in all their
subjects. These reforms see the new grading scale of 9 to 1 used for GCSE qualifications, with 9
being the top grade.

The diagram below shows how the GCSE number grades equate to the older letter grades. The
Department for Education are referring to a grade 4 as a ‘Standard Pass’ and a grade 5 as a ‘Strong
Pass’. Please be aware that progression into Highcliffe Sixth Form and higher education might, in
part, be determined by the requirement to have a grade 5 at GCSE in some subject areas.
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Grades used in our Progress Checks are shown using ‘Sub Grades’ where a ‘.1’ means the student is
near to the next higher grade whereas a ‘.3’ means the student is at risk of dropping to the grade
below. As an example, a student receiving a current grade of 4.3 is on the grade boundary between a
grade 4 and a grade 3.

Each subject area, and the Year 11 Tutor Team, will review student progress to identify students in
more general need of support. These students will be monitored closely by myself and senior staff
and where appropriate some subject staff may call home to discuss this support with you. If you
have any concerns about your child’s progress, please contact their subject teacher, tutor or myself
as appropriate via the school office. You can also track student home study and a range of
achievements through the parents’ portal of MyHighcliffe.

If you have any further questions regarding student progress do not hesitate to contact us.

Yours faithfully

Mr J Holmes
Head of Achievement — Year 11



