
Making the Right Choice  
Your Options After Y11



Your Next Steps
There are several options available to you after you finish Y11 and it is important to choose the one 
that is right for you.

All young people must be in some form of education or recognised training until they are 18. 

Gaining more qualifications after 16 is a good idea as more qualifications mean more job choices. You are, 

therefore, more likely to find a job you enjoy rather than taking the risk of having to do unskilled work.

Choosing the right pathway for you. 

After GCSEs there are three main pathways to choose from and making the decision between the different 
pathways needs careful thought.

A-Levels - either on their own or in combination with other qualifications such at BTEC’s. These are excellent general 
qualifications that are valued by employers and universities. A-Levels and equivalent offer a great route to Higher 
Education. They also allow you to keep your options more open if you are undecided on a future career. 

Apprenticeships - earning while you learn with most of the training on the job. If you have a job sector or career in 
mind then an apprenticeship can be a great choice, as you will learn about a job area and get paid, and you have 
a good chance of getting a job at the end of your training. There are different levels of apprenticeship, depending 
on the level of your GCSE qualifications. If you decide to do A-Levels first, you could then go on to do a Higher or 
Degree Apprenticeship. You can find more information about apprenticeships on Amazing Apprenticeships (https://
amazingapprenticeships.com/) with resources such as Parents_and_Carers-_Pack_July_2024.pdf (ctfassets.net) . 
To do an apprenticeship you need to have an employer to take you on. There are different ways to do this – you can 
search and apply for vacancies though the Find an Apprenticeship website, contact employers directly or sometimes 
local colleges such as Bournemouth & Poole College or training providers can help.

Vocational Courses - courses that are job related. These will be focused either on a general area such as business 
or on a specific job such as hairdressing. Many school sixth forms offer a range of vocational courses like Applied 
General Qualifications, and Cambridge Technical qualifications. By applying learning to real-life situations, these 
qualifications offer a more practical approach than traditional A-Level academic courses. Further Education Colleges 
offer a large range of vocational courses at all levels for example Brockenhurst or Bournemouth and Poole College. 
T-Levels have been introduced in recent years and these generally include a work placement 1 day per week with the 
rest of your time spent in college. 



The pathway you choose will be based on the following:

• What GCSE grades you have achieved.
• How you like to learn.
• Where and what you would like to study later.
• What job/career you would like in the future.

What you can do now to make the right choice:

• Find out about the different careers that interest you - you can take the careers quizzes on Unifrog to find out 
what jobs might suit you.

• Get advice from the people who know you (like your parents and teachers) and from those with expertise in 
this area, such as careers advisers.

• Look at the qualifications on offer to you in your school and in local colleges and also consider whether an 
apprenticeship might be a good route for you.

• If you are interested in a higher-education course at 18/19 or in the future then check out the entry 
requirements on UCAS.com. 

• Find out what other people with the qualifications you are interested in have gone on to do.

Skills like flexibility, problem solving and team working, as well as effective communication and 
being prepared to learn new things will be as important as focusing on a specific job. Take every 
opportunity you can to develop these skills during your time at school, at work (if you have a part-
time job) or within any clubs or sports teams.

Choosing your A-level subjects
 
The subjects you take at A-level can have a major impact on your future direction so before 
embarking on two years’ hard work it’s well worth doing your research. Here’s a five-point guide 
to making your choices:

1. Ability and Enjoyment
Thinking about the subjects you are good at, like and enjoy is a useful starting point. If you enjoy your studies, 
you are likely to be more motivated. Similarly, having a natural ability in your chosen subjects can increase 
your chances of success. For this reason you often need a certain grade at GCSE to study a subject at A-level, 
so you’ll need to check what subjects are open to you. But beware, there can be significant differences from 
studying subjects at GCSE to A-level, so it doesn’t always follow that choosing a subject you enjoyed before will 
be a safe bet. It still pays to do your research, even if you feel you’re on familiar ground. 

What is a Btec? - Btecs are vocational qualifications that can be studied at school or college at various different levels:
Btec Certificate (offered at Highcliffe Sixth) is equivalent to 1 A Level and must be taken along with 2 other subjects 
(this could be another Btec plus an A-Level, or 2 A-Levels, or 2 more Btec Certificates)
Btec Extended Diploma (offered by colleges) is equivalent to 3 A Levels, with no subjects taken alongside it. 
While A Levels are focused on academic study, Btecs include more practical and hands-on learning. They are more 
coursework based and often link to a specific career or career area. 



2. New Subjects
Your school or college may offer A-levels in subjects that you’ve not studied before. If any new subjects appeal 

to you, it’s worth taking some time to find out what’s involved to avoid disappointment later. Keep a balance in 

mind. Choosing a couple of familiar subjects alongside one new one for example, can help leave your options 

open. If you want to study certain subjects at university, it is not always necessary – or indeed helpful – to 

have studied them at A-level. This generally applies to new subjects at A-level, such as law or business studies 

(whereas for more traditional subjects an A-level in that subject is usually essential for university study). See 

section 5 for more details.

3. Subject Combinations
Some schools or colleges have restrictions on certain subject combinations, so you will need to check your 

options. Similarly, some universities discourage students from taking certain combinations of A-level subjects, 

especially where there may be an overlap in content, such as with business studies and economics. The issue of 

subject combinations can be particularly important if you’re studying science subjects.

4. Course content, Assessment and Workload
You may find it helpful to look at your course syllabus, sometimes called the specifications, which sets out course 

content and requirements. Find out which exam board your school or college uses for your chosen subject, as 

both the content of the course (modules or topics) and the way it is marked (ratio of coursework to exams, amount 

of exams) can vary. Popular A-level exam boards in the UK include AQA and OCR and you can download the 

relevant syllabus from their websites.

You may also want to think about the likely workload of your choices. Find out what’s required in terms of 

essay writing, independent reading or extended projects and consider what this may mean in terms of your 

chosen subjects.

5. Future Plans
If you have a particular career in mind, you may need to choose certain A-levels in order to meet entry 

requirements for degree courses or further study. If you don’t yet have any career ideas, then keeping your 

options open can be just as important. Top universities usually require three academic A-levels, not including 

general studies or critical thinking. The Russell Group, which represents 24 leading UK universities, has produced 

a guide which sets out how the subjects you study at A-level can determine which degree courses will be open 

to you in future. Whatever your plans, it’s well worth a read – see informedchoices.ac.uk for full details. You can 

also check entry requirements for university courses on UCAS.



Changing your mind
Making decisions about the unknown is difficult. Whilst things often don’t turn out how you expect, it’s worth 

noting you can be surprised in a positive way – modules with the least appeal at the outset can end up being the 

most enjoyable. There’s no fail-safe solution here but if you do feel you’ve made the wrong decision after starting 

your course, speak to your tutor as it’s often possible to change subjects.

 

Getting advice
Speak to your current school teachers, A-level subject teachers, and current course students to get an idea of 

what the course involves and what’s likely to suit you.

Your parents, family and friends can help shape your views but remember you are the one who will be doing the 

work, and it’s your future that will be affected, so it’s important to be happy with the choices you make.

You can also speak to a careers advisor for help – Mrs Wilson is in school Monday-Wednesday.

Find out more
Searching icould videos by subject will give you real-life examples of how people have used certain subjects in 

their careers or if you’ve hit a particular stumbling block try searching videos by life event for inspiration.

The Which? University Guide has information on how A-level choices can affect university applications.

Useful Careers Websites
Unifrog.com

Buzz Quiz: https://careerswales.gov.wales/buzzquiz

Job Profiles: https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/explore-careers

Apprenticeships: https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeshipsearch

https://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/

Career Videos: https://icould.com

University: https://www.ucas.com/ – to look at entry requirements and which A Levels you need to do the course.

The Spartan Test: https://sacu-student.com/?page_id=2850–  

Explore difference career options that are matched to your own preferences.

www.prospect.ac.uk/job-profiles

You can speak to your school Careers Adviser, Mrs Wilson for 1-1 guidance: 
cwilson@highcliffeschool.com
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Important Dates 
Highcliffe Sixth Open Evening

Join us for our 2024 Sixth Form Open Evening on the 1st October to experience the amazing learning occurring 
at Highcliffe Sixth. Please note there is no need to book a place for this event, you are welcome to drop in 
and see our fantastic facilities, all the opportunities available to our students and meet our wonderful staff and 
students anytime between 5:30pm and 8pm. Presentations at 6pm and 7pm.

www.highcliffesixth.com/3887-Sixth-Form-Open-Evening-2024

Brockenhurst College Open Event

25 September 2024
4:30 pm until 8:00 pm
www.brock.ac.uk/events/

Bournemouth & Poole College

Thursday 3 October 2024 4pm - 7pm
Saturday 5 October 2024 9.30am - 12.30pm
www.thecollege.co.uk/college/about-us/events/open-events

Rockley College 

5 October 2024
23 October 2024
9 November 2024
www.rockley.org/college/open-events

Sparsholt College

Saturday 5 October 2024
Saturday 9 November 2024
www.sparsholt.ac.uk/opendays/

Leaf Studio 

17 October 2024
www.leafstudio.co.uk

Kingston Maurward College 

Sunday 22nd September 2024
Sunday 13th October 2024
Saturday 9th November 2024
Sunday 8th December 2024
www.kmc.ac.uk/college/open-events/


