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24th April 2025 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

GCSE Media Studies Non-Exam Assessment 

GCSE Media Studies students have recently begun working on their non-exam assessment (NEA). 

This element of the course is worth 30% of each student’s final grade and involves students 

researching, planning and creating their own media product, working to a specific brief set by the 

exam board. Details of the course specification can be found on the Eduqas GCSE Media Studies 

webpage.  

The non-exam assessment is challenging, and this will require a significant commitment by students 

both in lessons and outside of lessons. Alongside the allocated lessons that we provide (where we 

deliver input, support and guidance), we expect students to be working on their work independently 

in order to meet the set deadlines. Interim deadlines are set to help ensure students keep on track 

and can manage their time appropriately. These deadlines also support the feedback process, so 

there is ample time to edit and improve their work.  

I enclose with this letter a copy of our interim deadlines for your information. We ask for your 

support to regularly check how your child’s work is progressing, ensuring they meet the deadlines 

set with the appropriate amount of work completed to a high standard.  

Malpractice 

The students’ first lesson on the non-exam assessment has covered malpractice, plagiarism, and the 

use of Artificial Intelligence (AI). It is important we discuss malpractice with students as they MUST 

understand that malpractice can have serious consequences. These range from a warning regarding 

future conduct to disqualification and the student being barred from entering for one or more 

examinations for a set period of time.  

Candidates must:  

• Submit work which is their own; 

• Ensure that the final production is their own work, and is not copied or paraphrased from 
another source, and that the content reflects their own independent work.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

Candidates must not:  
 

• Submit work that has been word processed by a third party without acknowledgement; 

• Make their work available to other candidates through any medium, including social media;  

• Allow other candidates to have access to their own independently sourced material;  

• Use books, the internet, Artificial Intelligence (AI) or other sources without 
acknowledgement or attribution;  

• Include inappropriate, offensive or obscene material. 
 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) Malpractice  
 
Any use of AI which means students have not independently demonstrated their own attainment 
will be considered malpractice.  

Examples of AI misuse include, but are not limited to, the following:  
• Copying or paraphrasing sections of AI-generated content so that the work is no longer the 

student’s own  

• Copying or paraphrasing whole responses of AI-generated content  

• Using AI to complete parts of the assessment so that the work does not reflect the student’s 
own work, analysis, evaluation or calculations  

• Failing to acknowledge use of AI tools when they have been used as a source of information  

• Incomplete or poor acknowledgement of AI tools  
 
Feedback to students on their non-exam assessment 
 
The exam board regulations limit us to the amount of feedback we can give to students. The 
regulations state that we can only review candidates’ work and provide oral and written advice at a 
general level (JCQ regulations).  
 
Thank you for your support in helping your child to meet the deadlines set. If your child fails to meet 
a deadline, you will be notified through the demeriting system. If we are concerned about your 
child’s progress during the production element, we will contact you to discuss this further.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Mrs Bowen 
Teacher of Media Studies 
 

  



 
 
 
 

 
 

Component 3: NEA Deadline Schedule (2025) 

 

 

The following deadlines have been set to prevent you from falling behind on the non-exam 

assessment and to allow you the opportunity to discuss your work, at length, with your 

subject teacher(s). 

 

Date Requirement 

3 April Research 

24 April 

 

Planning and Aims (draft) 

 

1 May Aims and Intentions (final) 

22 May Product draft 

19 June Final product 

 

 

These deadlines are preliminary and are therefore subject to change by your subject 

teacher(s). You will, however, be given advance notice of any changes made. 


