
 

 

 

 

10th December 2025 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 
We are writing to share details about the upcoming Key Stage 3 assessments for Year 7, 8 & 
9 students.  Information about these have been shared with students during assemblies and 
during the Year 8 and 9 parent briefings at the start of the school year. 
 
At Highcliffe School, we want every student to feel confident in their learning and well-
prepared for future study across the remaining time in KS3 and into their examination years. 
Assessments are an important part of this process. They help us understand how well 
students have learnt key concepts and allow us to provide extra support where needed as 
well as providing parents clear information about the progress their child is making in 
school. 
 
How We Assess  
 
Throughout the year, teachers use a range of approaches to check progress:  

• Ongoing classroom checks such as classwork, questioning, and marking help 
us identify strengths and areas for improvement both at class and individual level.  
• Formal assessments, scheduled at specific times during the year (January and end of 
the summer term), give a clear picture of how much knowledge has 
been retained and can be applied.  

 
Upcoming Assessments - Key Information for January.  
 

• Each assessment will last no longer than 1 hour but it is crucial students arrive at 
lessons on time. We will be making sure students are released 
from their previous lesson or tutor period in time to arrive at their next classrooms on 
time as well as reminding students they have a responsibility after break/lunch to get to 
any assessments on time. 
 
• Assessments will be completed in students’ usual classrooms under 
standard assessment conditions.  Year 9 will also have an opportunity to experience a 
Maths assessment in the hall to prepare for when their exams are all based in the hall 
from year 10.  
 
• Access arrangements will be available for those who normally receive them or have 
trial access arrangements in place.  
 
• A revision topic guide for each subject is downloadable here to help students 
prepare. This has also been sent to Student Email Accounts and front of MyHighcliffe. 

https://highcliffe.school/l/GfRTF


 
 
 
 

 
 

 
• Please ensure your child brings their reading book each day, as they may be asked to 
read if they finish early.  

 
When will these Assessments take place? 
 
Year 9 Assessment Week – week beginning Monday 5th January.    
 

Day  Period  Subject  

Monday  1  History  

Tuesday  1  English  

Tuesday  4  Science  

Wednesday  Y half – P3  
X half – P5  

Languages  

Thursday  P3 – X half  
P4 – Y half  

Maths (in hall)  

Friday  P4  Geography  
 

  

 
Year 8 Assessment Week – week beginning Monday 12th January.   
 

Day  Period  Subject  

Monday  X third – 3  
Y third – 5  
Z third - 1  

Languages  

Tuesday  1  English  

Tuesday  4  Geography  

Wednesday  4  Maths  

Thursday  1  History  

Friday  1  Science  

 
Year 7 Assessment Week – week beginning Monday 19th January.  
 

Day  Period  Subject  

Monday  1  English  

Tuesday  1  Maths  

Wednesday  2  Science  

Thursday  3  History  

Friday  4  Geography  

Year 7 Languages will be held as follows:  
X Third – Tuesday Period 4  
Y Third – Monday Period 3  
Z Third – Thursday Period 2    
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

How We Will Report Results  
 
After the assessments are completed and marked, you will receive a clear summary of your 
child’s performance, including:  
 

• A quintile ranking for English, Maths, and Science, showing how they compare to the 
year group and their starting point from Year 6 SATs (where applicable).  
• Their percentage score for each subject.  
• The average score for the year group for comparison.  

 
For other subjects where we are not running assessment, we will be reporting the 
Continuous Assessment threshold they have achieved and a comparison of this compared to 
their expected threshold.  
 
We expect to be able to report these result approximately 2 weeks after they have been sat 
by students but are also aware that teachers will have a substantial marking load so if this 
does change we will let parents know. 
  
What Does Quintile Mean?  
 
To make progress tracking easier, we group students into five bands based on their scores:  

• Quintile 1: Top 20% of the year group  
• Quintile 2: Next 20%, and so on down to Quintile 5  

  
These assessments are designed to support learning, not create unnecessary pressure. 
Please take time to review the timetable and revision materials with your child so they feel 
prepared and confident.  
 
Thank you for your continued support.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Downs 
Deputy Headteacher 
 
  
 

 

 


