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Dear Parent/Guardian,
Japanese Friendship Exchange Programme

In the Spring Term 2026, Highcliffe School will once again be welcoming a delegation of 15 students
from our partner school, Johoku High School in Hiroshima. We are looking for families to host them
and for students to act as “buddies” for them within the school. The delegation will be here from
Thursday 19" March 2026 (arrive at 4.30pm approx.) to Friday 27®" March 2026 (departing 10am
approx.).

The students stay as “paying guests” so do make a contribution of about £20 per night towards
hosting.

The exchange is open to students at Highcliffe School from Years 7 to 13.

The Johoku students are regular visitors to Highcliffe School. The experience is incredibly rewarding
and enriching not only for the students themselves, but also for the families who hosted and the
students who acted as buddies. It is also an exciting experience for the wider Highcliffe School
community.

Below are some comments from students who have hosted in previous years:

"The students are very respectful and well-mannered. They are happy to join in with the things that
you do. We enjoyed playing cards and going into town. It was definitely a valuable experience
because I learned so much about their culture and attitudes." — Year 10 student

"At first | was a bit nervous about it because it was doing something different and stepping out of my
comfort zone. But that was the beauty of it because it was such a new and different opportunity. |
really enjoyed it and was glad | did it.” — Year 10 student

“It was great to be able to share different things about our culture and also do things together like
activities we enjoy, such as playing cards and listening to music. It's also been great to keep in
contact. | really want to go to Japan so it's nice to have a point of contact there." — Year 10 student

Comments from Johoku students:
“It was a great school with lots of different personalities”

“The host family is really kind and will always think about you. You should be able to make friends for
life.”

“The best thing about staying with the family was eating with my host family and playing games with
my buddy.”
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“I enjoyed sightseeing with my family ... It is the first time | have seen such a beautiful sea.”
Finally, here are some comments from the families who hosted:
“It was a great experience.”

“It was an absolute pleasure hosting and would definitely sign up again! My son is still in regular contact
with quite a few of the Japanese students.”

“We really enjoyed the experience and it actually brought us closer as a family. The wonderful thing is
that our daughter is still in regular contact with the student that we hosted (they still phone each other
once a week!). It was also a lovely experience for my younger daughter, and she loved going into her
primary school and sharing Japanese sweets with the rest of her class.”

The boys have always proved to be excellent guests both in the homestay and within the school.
Each year, their presence has had a huge and wonderful impact on the school community. As a
result, host families often find themselves wanting to host again.

This is a tremendous opportunity. Highcliffe is one of the few state schools in Britain to run such a
programme. In this era of globalisation, it is important for us to be able to forge relationships with
people from different cultures. Programmes like this enable our young people to develop the
qualities to be able to do so. Furthermore, looking after someone from a different culture and
sharing something of one’s own world with them is not only enriching, but also very rewarding
emotionally.

If you are at all interested in hosting a Japanese student, please complete the attached form.
Alternatively, you can e-mail me at: dbryden@highcliffeschool.com

Furthermore, if you are interested in possibly hosting but you are unsure about something (e.g.
there is an issue with the dates or after-school club activities etc), then do feel free to get in contact.
We have attached a sheet containing some FAQs which may help.

Meeting
There will be an information evening about the programme on Tuesday 2" December from 5.30pm
to 6.30pm in EN1.

Safeguarding
Families will need to be able to provide a safe and supportive environment for their guest.

Following the government’s statutory guidance, we are required to carry out a DBS check on all
members in a host family over the age of 16. DBS checks are carried out online and you will receive
an email from them inviting you to complete the process. (See host family DBS form attached and
please also check your junk mail for the email.)

We will require you to bring to school three forms of identification, with your completed form by the
end of this term ie: 19" December, one of which must contain your full address and, if applicable,
proof of name change. The following forms of identification are permissible:

- Current driving licence
- Passport including photograph
- Birth certificate
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- Utility bill or financial statement, dated within the last three months
- Current Council Tax bill

- Change of name documentation e.g. deed poll or marriage certificate
We look forward to welcoming back the students from Johoku School.

Yours faithfully,

Mr D Bryden
Japanese Exchange Organiser

JOHOKU TO HIGHCLIFFE FRIENDSHIP EXCHANGE PROGRAMMIE 2026 - Please return to Mr Bryden

StUAENt NAME: .ot s Tutor Group: ...cceeevevevecveereeneens
[l Yes, we are interested in hosting a Japanese student and are able to attend the meeting on
O Yes, we are interested in hosting a Japanese, but we are unable to attend the meeting.

Please provide more details.
Parent Name: e e
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Japanese Friendship Exchange Programme - FAQs

Q: No one in my family speaks Japanese, so how good is their English?

A: Please do not be put off by the language barriers. Whilst the Japanese students’ English will not
be of a high standard, they do tend to “warm up” as the days go by. Experience has shown that the
“language barrier” has not proved an obstacle to the students and host families being able to
establish a good relationship and make friends — and that was the case even before we had google
translate and CHAT GTP etc.

Q: The Japanese students are all boys. Can my daughter host one, too?
A: Yes, no problem! Over the years, about half the hosts have been female students.

Q: What about my child’s school-work and extra -curricular activities, and other family activities?
A: Please do not feel you have to drop everything. Visiting students are expected to fit in with
normal family life. They will be aware that our students have home-study and other commitments.
The Johoku should also have work to be getting on with!

Q: My child is in Year 7. Is he/she too young?

A: The Japanese boys will be 15 to 16 years old. We have often had Year 7 students host, both boys
and girls. They did an excellent job and really benefitted from the experience. Over the years, we’ve
even had students start hosting in Year 7 and continue hosting every year throughout their time at
Highcliffe School.

Q: Can the boys share a room with a male buddy?
A: Yes, that's fine.
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