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Dear Parents/Carers and Students,

As term draws to an end, | am reflecting on the change of seasons with spring gradually beginning to
give way to summer. Summer mainly means, for Year 11 and Year 13, the stress and challenge of
external exams. For other students, the focus is perhaps more on the field finally re-opening and
that wonderful green space becoming available to them for relaxation and fun at break and
lunchtime. Hopefully the good weather will hold, the soil will continue to dry, and the field will be
solid enough to open as planned for the summer term.

We finish term this Friday 4™ April at 12.20pm with a Mufti Day. Mufti Days are good fun and a
chance for everyone to enjoy winding down a little. The atmosphere can be soured slightly for
students who ignore our expectations and dress inappropriately only to find themselves held to
account for their decision. It is important that students avoid bare midriffs, slogans on clothes which
might offend others, and any shorts worn reach the top of the knee. The usual rules on make-up
apply. Mufti Days are optional so students can choose to wear uniform as normal.

This Mufti Day is going to be used to raise money for a charity this time. At the suggestion of Max
Mill’s parents, we are asking for voluntary donations to support the important work done by the
Young Minds charity. You may have already heard of Young Minds and can find out more about
them here: https://www.youngminds.org.uk/. Young Minds work directly with young people
including some on roll at Highcliffe School. Please support them by ensuring your child brings a cash
donation with them on Friday morning. Thank you.

We have had major success in community events recently. Our C Team won Key Stage 3 in the
Rotary Technology Tournament at Ballard School, bringing in £100 for the school in the process. Our
musicians won the top prize in each of the following categories at New Milton Music Festival:

e Percussion Ensemble e Woodwind Ensemble
e Guitar Ensemble e Brass Ensemble
e Chamber Strings e Jazz Band

Simon Crutch, Chairman of NMMF, offered the following comment afterwards:

“I think Highcliffe's involvement in the festival this year set a record for the number of ensemble
entries from the same school: they were all fantastic and made a significant impression on the large
audiences watching. Your pupils' musical excellence was matched by their infectious enthusiasm,
evident co-operation and mutual support. They are a credit to you and all who lead the wonderfully
numerous music groups that you have. Can | assure you that whatever tough prioritisation calls you
have to make to ensure music making is given time and space to flourish, they are working and
obvious for all to see. | thank you and all the team for showing locally how well it can be done.”
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https://www.youngminds.org.uk/

Our team of music teachers and peripatetic teachers are awesome. They are the creative driving
force behind our music programme — a huge thank you and well done to them and our music
students.

| wish everyone associated with the Highcliffe School community a peaceful and happy Easter.

Yours faithfully,

st

Patrick Earnshaw
Headteacher






