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Dear Parents/Carers and Students,
Re: End of Term Events

As | write the weather continues to defy easy categorisation as ‘winter’, and any sense of Christmas
coming waxes and wanes with the changing climate. Nonetheless, after a busy and long term,
breaking up for Christmas is now only 2 and half weeks away and our minds turn to the events and
activities which make schools such positive and festive places to be at this time of year. Year 11
mocks continue with the Art and technology subject exams and Year 13 start their mocks — not the
most festive way to approach Christmas but a vital moment in time for students in those two year
groups as time rushes them headlong towards their final exams in May and June.

Our current 2-year school development plan includes a focus on ‘Knowing’ our students as
individuals. We are a big school, only around one form of entry off having 1600 students and making
sure every student feels understood and valued is important to us. We are doing a range of things
in school to ensure each tutor and teacher knows their students individually, and one of those
involves gathering information from parents about your perspective on your child — what they like,
any hobby or interest they have, and something you are proud of about them. This information is
not for public sharing but private use by staff to help them understand your child and respond to
them. Shortly after this letter the school will send you a link with an explanation of what we are
doing, why and the type of insight into your child we are asking you to share securely with us. Thank
you for supporting your child by providing us with the information we seek.

On the afternoon of Monday 9" December, weather permitting, former Highcliffe School student
Charlotte Mortimer who completed her education here in 2008 will be among the all-female crew
landing a Chinook helicopter from RAF Odiham on our school field. Charlotte and her crew mates are
visiting as part of their celebrations as the first all-female Chinook crew in the RAF. There will be
opportunities for some students to talk to the crew about careers in the RAF and visit the helicopter,
although with potentially only 50-60 minutes on site these will regrettably be quite limited
compared to the number of students who would simply enjoy the opportunity. Nonetheless, | hope
all students enjoy the spectacle of a large military helicopter landing on the field and take some
inspiration from the experience about the type of opportunities available to young people.

Before term ends, we will launch another round of our ‘Teacher Tap’ student and parent quick-fire
guestionnaires - please look out for the message about them.

Christmas events begin in earnest on 11™ and 12" December with two-course Christmas lunches for
students at £3:50, then on Friday 13 December Mr Stevens will have his long hair cut off on the
stage in the Hall in support of Julia’s House. On 12" December, in support of the Julia’s House and
Save the Children charities chosen by students as their causes to support, it will be ‘Christmas
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Jumper Day’ when Year 7 to 11 are welcome to exchange their purple or black jumper for a Xmas
jumper, and Sixth Form and staff can add a Xmas jumper to their usual attire. Donations in support
of Julia’s House and Save the Children are encouraged. Friday 20" December, the last day of term,
will be a Mufti Day for all students and staff, where clothing with a Christmas theme or colour can be
worn by students instead of uniform. We close at 12.20pm on 20" December and re-open for the
start of Spring term on Monday 6% January.

Thank you to my wonderful staff for your hard work and dedication over this long and busy term,
your individual contributions are invaluable and together you make the difference that enables our
school to change young people’s lives for the better. Well done to Year 7 and 12 for integrating into
school so successfully and thank you to students and parents of every year group for your goodwill
and support.

Wishing everyone associated with the Highcliffe School community a merry and restful Christmas
2024 and a happy 2025.

Yours faithfully,
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Patrick Earnshaw
Headteacher



