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Dear Parent/Carer,

YEAR 13 ACADEMIC PROGRESS CHECK 1

Year 13 students have been issued with their latest progress check this week, which we hope you
will find useful to track their progress. Data is also available in Myhighcliffe under “Assessments”.
This is helpful to gauge where your child is currently at with their learning ahead of the mock
examinations which take place from Thursday 4" December to Wednesday 10" December.
Following the mock examinations, we will publish the next progress check on Tuesday 27" January,
and this will be followed up by a Virtual Year 13 Parents Evening on Thursday 29" January.

December Internal Mock Examinations

The timetable for the December mock examinations will be published shortly. Students will be
granted study leave throughout the mock exam period and we expect students to return to lessons
on Thursday 11*" December. Teaching staff will be available to all students for drop ins / revision
support in normal classrooms during their timetabled lessons throughout the study leave period.

We have asked students who study vocational subjects (BTEC/CTEC courses) to use the time gained
to ensure that they are fully up to date with all components of their courses and related coursework.
Some vocational courses have external examinations in January, and so time can be used for revision
and preparation for upcoming examinations.

Lessons in all Art, Design and Technology (Da Vinci) subject areas will continue as normal during the
mock exam period and the expectation is that students attend lessons around their exams. This is to
help support students to keep on track and meet their upcoming examined coursework deadlines.
Students who are studying two Art, Design and Technology subjects should be able to attend the
majority of lessons so they can continue working on their projects.

University Applications

We are looking forward to sending UCAS applications with students in November. More details of
the application process and deadlines will be sent in a separate letter during the first week back
after half term.

Tutor Time: 8:35am — 9:00am

Please be aware that attendance at tutor time on a Monday and Tuesday remains compulsory for
Year 13. During this time, we deliver whole school and Sixth Form messages and provide future
pathways and wellness support. Students also continue to attend a one to one tutorial with their
tutor every half term to support their learning and future pathways applications.
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Study Centre timetabled sessions (“Ss” on timetables)

All students are expected to attend 3 study centre sessions per week in either the silent or group
end of the study centre. We have returned to notifying parents if the student doesn’t sign into these
sessions within the first 10 minutes and remain in the study centre. The onus is on the student to
swipe in (or complete a paper register if the system is down). Students have been reminded of this in
assembly and in weekly notes. Failure to sign in and stay will result in a flag and notification sent
home. If a student needs to work elsewhere (for example in Davinci, music or with a teacher) they
must either notify Miss Angel or swipe in letting her know where they are going to work. Students
are not allowed to spend these three hours in the café.

Flexible Study Days

In recognition of year 13’s growing independence and their understanding of where they work best,
we are introducing Flexible study days after half term. This will allow students to work from home if
they have full days or large blocks of time off timetable. Students must continue to attend
timetabled lessons. The right to flexible study time will need to be applied for, further details will
follow after half term.

Please do not hesitate to contact the Sixth Form if you have any questions about this progress check
or other information contained in this letter. The direct number is 01425 282322 or e-mail
office@highcliffesixth.com

Thank you for your continued support.

Yours faithfully,

Mrs C Tubbs
Head of Year 13
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