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Dear Parent/Carer,

Year 12 Careers/Future Pathway Programme: Summer Half Term 2

During the spring/summer term, students received a broad introduction to potential future pathways,
including Apprenticeships, Employment and University. This intensive programme, delivered during the
Core Enrichment lessons, included researching universities and courses, student finance, degree
apprenticeships, employment and employability skills and applications. During the next half term, students
will receive more individualised support focused on their chosen pathway. Students who feel they need
additional support in exploring future pathways should speak with their tutor, where they will receive
further guidance and be offered a Careers Advisor referral if required.

APPRENTICESHIPS/EMPLOYMENT/FURTHER TRAINING PATHWAYS

Students not applying to University will continue to receive future pathways support during their
timetabled Core Enrichment lessons. Core Enrichment lessons take place Week A on a Thursday, periods 3
OR 4 and Week B Tuesday period 5 OR Thursday period 1. During these sessions we will explore job
seekers websites, practice assessment centre tasks which students may face when applying for
apprenticeships and explore Apprenticeship options in companies locally and nationally. In tutor time,
students will be updating their CV’s using adult professional CV frameworks, evidencing their experience,
skills, aptitudes and abilities and building their professional portfolio.

Additional information about Career sectors can be found here (Browse Careers and Discover your Ideal
Job), and all you need to know about Apprenticeships for parents, can be found here (UCAS Parent and
Guardian Guide to Apprenticeships).

UNIVERSITY PATHWAY

UCAS Application: Personal statements

During the next half term students will be attending workshops on how to write an effective and
competitive personal statement using Unifrog (a platform for supporting students with their application).
We will use their Core Enrichment lessons (Week A on a Thursday, periods 3 OR 4 and Week B Tuesday
period 5 OR Thursday period 1) to complete the first draft of their personal statement before the end of
academic year. Students will be introduced to the Highcliffe UCAS Online Hub where they will be able to
access extensive guidance on how to write a competitive personal statement and exemplar personal
statements. Itis expected that students will take the opportunity, during the summer break, to continue
working on their personal statements and to gain evidence to support their statement; guidance on this
can be found in the ‘watch, read, listen’ recommendations for each subject on our Unifrog on-line careers
platform.
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https://www.ucas.com/explore/career-list
https://www.ucas.com/apprenticeships/parent-and-guardian-guide-apprenticeships

UCAS registration process

Students who wish to apply to university will shortly be starting their University application via UCAS, the
University and Colleges Admissions Service. A dedicated lesson for registering with UCAS will take place in
school, Period 4 on Thursday 5% June in IT1 and IT3. All students who are applying (or thinking of
applying) to university, must attend. Students who have a lesson at this time will be offered an alternative
time to register with the support of Mrs Chalmers, our UCAS Co-ordinator.

It is imperative students attend this lesson, as the UCAS application form can be complex to navigate and
information provided by students needs to be accurate to avoid rejection later in the application process.

Key dates for University Applications

Key dates for students applying to University for Intake 2026 are enclosed; the internal deadlines are set to
enable staff to complete students’ references and send off applications in a timely manner. Please keep
checking in on your child’s progress towards meeting our internal deadlines.

The deadline for all UCAS applications (except early entry — Oxford/Cambridge/ Medicine/Veterinary
Science) is 14" January 2026. We encourage students who are sure of their course choices, to apply early.
Most students complete their university application by October half term of Year 13. We do acknowledge
that some students, who are uncertain of their course choices, or chosen university, may take longer.

Additional Resources

Additional resources and information, dedicated to helping parents and guardians support students
applying to university can be found here (UCAS Undergraduate Advice for Parents and Guardians) which
includes a link to the Parent, Guardian and Carer Guide 2026.

We would like to thank you in advance for your support during the next few months. Should you have any
concerns regarding your child’s University application or career pathway, please contact us on 01425
282322.

Yours sincerely

Mrs C Tubbs Mrs J Chalmers
Head of Year 12 UCAS Co-ordinator


https://www.ucas.com/discover/advice-for-parents-guardians-and-carers/parent-guardian-and-carer-guide
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UNIVERSITY APPLICANTS KEY DEADLINES: Intake September 2026

April/May

Enrichment
Lessons

Presentation to students on researching universities

Presentation to students on researching university courses and the application process
Student Finance presentation for students

Presentation to students on how to write a competitive personal statement

UCAS registration for Entry 2026

All students who are applying (or thinking about applying) to university MUST attend this
lesson when we arrange the day/date. Students will complete most of their University
application form, minus their university course choices and personal statement

27t June

First draft of the personal statement to be completed and uploaded on Unifrog by
Friday 27% June.

Second draft of the personal statement to be completed and uploaded on Unifrog by
Monday 15t September.

Third draft of the personal statement to be completed and uploaded on Unifrog by
Thursday 16™ October.

INTERNAL HIGHCLIFFE DEADLINE FOR UCAS APPLICATIONS (except Oxbridge and Early Entry) iS
Monday 10" November. This includes all sections of the application, including the
personal statement (except choices) This is prior to students December Mock exams to
help ease the pressure

14t Jan
2026

EXTERNAL DEADLINE FOR UCAS APPLICATIONS (except Oxbridge and Early Entry) is Wednesday
14™ January 2026, however, we strongly encourage all applications to be submitted
during the Autumn term and prior to the mock exam period.

Deadlines for students applying for Early Entry:
Oxbridge, Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Science

INTERNAL HIGHCLIFFE DEADLINE for completed applications, including a finalised
personal statement (except choices) is Friday 12t" September (this is to allow referees
time to complete references prior to the Oxbridge deadline).

FINISHED APPLICATIONS must be ready by Monday 22" September, for final checking
before being sent.

EXTERNAL DEADLINE is Wednesday 15" October.
Applications MUST be sent off PRIOR to this date.

Please note references can take up to two weeks to be uploaded once an application has
been submitted. Students often expect their applications to be sent automatically to
UCAS once they have submitted it to us for checking. The two week window ensures
that references and application forms are rigorously checked before sending to UCAS

because any errors cannot be rectified after sending to UCAS




